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Message from Seema Moondra
Chairperson, NBT India Independence Day CelebratiorCommittee

Dear Friends,

As we celebrate the 65th Anniversary of India’sdpendence Day in
North Brunswick Township | am grateful to be corteelowith two of
the most inspiring countries in the world. The eliéfnces are many but
the principles of democracy, liberty and justicedd that we share
make us one.

We take the time to acknowledge Mahatma Gandhigatgnan who
inspired and empowered the common man to takeragtiaed by
“Ahimsa” or non-violence with a determination poeetby
“Satyagraha” or Insistence on Truth. These simplecpples inspired a
nation to bring about colossal changes at all kewekociety and
governance creating an independent democraticmatitree India, on
August 15, 1947.

Photographer: Tasha O’'Neill o
tashaphotography.com !

The simple but powerful truths which propelled thdian freedom movement have inspired world Ieade:i
like Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther King and ¢oaéd to motivate and encourage people to fight fo

basic human rights, freedom and justice acrossvtrlel. Today by recognizing this important eventin g
world history we reaffirm its global significancadithe tremendous impact it has had on civilization !

The pen is mightier than the sword was proven effectively by Gandhi again and again and | hdya t
celebrating this event will inspire future genewas to ponder upon the powerful ideas of “Ahimsad a
‘Satyagraha” to bring about effective change inrtbesn communities.

| am thankful for the opportunity to share thisiemswith all of you.

Sincerely,

Seema Moondra

4-H Indian Langoor Club, Organizational Leader
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Message from Joseph Peter Clark

g
A :
o

Congratulations to the 4-H Langoor Club, Agra Skeadra and Mrs. Moondra for celebrating India
Independence Day in North Brunswick.
Good luck.

Sincerely,

Joseph Peter Clark
Principal

North Brunswick Township High School
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Message from Dr. Brian Zychowski

Dear Community members

It is with respect that | congratulate you and thgou for your
celebration of India’s Independence. Much like significance of
July 4th, 1776, the Independence Day of India, Audsth, 1947,
is a celebration of freedom and the birth of a NEWTION.

India's independence in 1947 was the inspiratiomatibnalist
movements and provided a model for freedom andpiecigence all
over the world. India’s struggles for decoloniratand its impact
on the world must never be forgotten. It is whyn grateful to the
India Independence Committee for their commitmeat efforts
hosting this community function.

Students from all cultures should be apprised eftitnely and timeless contributions of MohandasdbanHis
vision and ideals influenced the work of Martin hett King and lives today through the journey of$del Mandela.

The former United Nations Under Secretary-Gen8halshi Tharoor highlighted the importance of
Gandhi best by stating “while the world was disgneging into fascism, violence and war in the 20th
century, Gandhi taught the virtues of truth, nofesice and peace”.
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We, as a people of freedom with global connectioesd more Gandhi’s amongst us and more days of
celebration representative of the ideals of Indiatdependence Day.

Sincerely,
Dr. Brian Zychowski Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

North Brunswick Township Public Schools



India’s Independence Day Celebration

at
North Brunswick High Schoeh Saturday August 11, 2012

PROGRAM

Welcome AddresaMr. Clark

Prayer by Mrs. Kuldeep Uppal

Pledge of Allegiancded by members of the 4H Indian Langoor Club
Leaders of the Freedom MovemenPageant by Youth Volunteers

Flag Hoisting Ceremonyled by Mayor Francis Womack

National Anthem led by Kuldeep Uppal

Remarks by Mayor Francis “Mac” Womack |1l

Kathak — Classical Dance

“Bharatvasi” — The people of India Pageant

Remarks by Guest Speaker — Dr. Meena Murthy

“Recording History: Live” — 4-H Oral History Book Release by Ms. Anna AschésrDirector,
MCCHC

Best Citizen Awards to Indian AmericanSeniors by Ms. Isha Vyas, History Services
Coordinator, MCCHC

Raas — Garba -Folk Dance from the State of Gujarat

Vande Mataram —National Song of India

Bharatnatyam — Classical Dance

“India — One Land, Many Cultures” Competition — Announcement of Winners
Bhangra —Folk Dance form the State of Punjab

Jai Ho —Modern Indian Dance

Saare Jahan Se Accha Hindostan Hamaraa

EXHIBITIONS ORGANIZED BY YOUTH

Indian History Timeline Exhibit

Glimpses of India
Display by 4-H Indian Langoor Club, Middlesex County
“My Connection to India” — Interactive Map Project
Recording History: Live!” — Oral History Project by 4-H Indian Langoor Club
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“India — One Land, Many Cultures” — Art/Essays/Poetries submitted by Youth
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Performances by Youth

Om sam gachhadwam, sam vada-dwanto forth together

Sam vo mannansi jaanataam-Let your voices unite as one, let your minds uagene

Deva bhaagam yathaapoorvwe-so that you may perform your duties, as did margeators in times
before you

Sanjaanana upaasatee-Let your determination unite you

Samaani vah aakootih samanaa Hridayaani vak-your hearts and minds

Samaanamastu vo mano yathaa vah susahaasato that you may live together in peace and harmony

S —

Singer: Mrs. Kuldeep Uppal
Tabla: Mr. Harpreet Singh

Leaders of the Freedom Movement:

The struggle for Independence from foreign rule heen withessed throughout the history of Indiantr i
brave women like Rani of Jhansi who fought theighito Mahatama Gandhi who won India her
independence through the principles of Ahimsa aatgigraha. As we celebrate and rejoice on August 15
1947 we also honor the sacrifices made by genesatbIndians and pledge that we will continue rot@ct
this hard earned freedom.

Mahatma Gandhi - Rohan Chittela

Bhagat Singh - Sai Gundlapalli

Jawaharlal Nehru - Sriram Gidugu

Subhash Chandra Bose - Bharadwaj Ramchandran
Subramanya Bharati - Thomas Annam
Maulana Azad - Sai Ramesh

Gopal Krishna Gokhale - Ameya Deshpande
Lokmanya Tilak - Kunj Vyas

Sarojini Naidu - Keertana Reddy

Jhansi Ki Rani - Rohini Choudhary

Vijay Lakshmi Pandit - Sapna Sanyal

Kathak — Classical Dance from Uttar Pradesh

Kathak, one of the eight classical dance forms fhodia originated in Uttar Pradesh. Kathak tratcesaots
to the Sanskrit word “katthaka” meaning “one whitsta story”. The name simplified to “kathak” igiah o
dance form influenced by the Bhakti movement ardRarsian dances that came with the Mughals. Sapne!
Mehata, Chandni vazirani and Nimmi patel dancénéosibng “Des Rangila Rangila” in which the lyricist
Prasoon Joshi describes India through the beaugtifolrs reflected in her landscape, people anddgr
spirit. Composed by Jatin-Lalit and sung by Mahalabyer this song is from the Indian cinema “Fanaa”

Choreographer: Sapna Mehta
Dancers: Sapna Mehta, Chandni

Vazirani, Nimmi Patel.
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Bharatvasi - People of India i

The cultural diversity of India is represented bg youth in this pageant through the traditionatléhg

worn by the people of the state they representrdWasi in this pageant walk to the song “Mile swra
tumhara, to sur bane hamard@When my tune and yours merge, it becomes our sdrtge’ song written by
Piyush Pandey, composed by Ashok Patki, co-compaséddrranged by Louis Banks was first telecast on
India Independence Day Celebration in 1988 to ptemational integration.

Choreographers: Shrutika Madda, Naini Bansal, 8feeflapudi and Nikita Ragineni
Adult Volunteers: Shalini Bansal, Monica Madda &sith Nadkarni
Regional Costumes of India Display Board By: Nikkagineni

Bharat Mata by Jeevena Chirra

Kashmir: Tania Ommer and Pannun Goel

Punjab: ShriyaYeldandi and Aditya Venkat

Rajasthan: Rhea Kriplani and Varin Dharia

Goa: Nishi Bansal and Samir Varma

Tamil Nadu: Keertana Krishnan and Revanth Rangine

Andhra Pradesh: Mahathi Gundlapalli and Nideesh
Madda

Bengal: Videsha Maharana and Sagar Varma
Guijarat: Diksha Kaur and TarunPattan
Maharashtra: Sia Chitnis and Hrishikesh Vasudevan

Raas Garba — Folk Dance from Gujarat

The Raas Garba folk dance from the state of Guiadrformed during the nine day festival of Nanira
and at weddings in Gujarat. Similar folk dances tis clapping and wooden sticks to keep beat are
Kolatam from Tamilnadu and the Gair Dance from Régan. "SaRaaF" is an upcoming Raas Garba dancei
group that has performed in many community evemtsdnce competitions.

Choreographers: Pooja Patel & Risham
Chokshi

Dancers: Pooja Patel, Risham Chokshi
Priyanka Patel, Krishna
Bengali, Neel Patel, Deepesh
Lad, Drumit Patel, Krutesh
Chokshi and Anuj Desai

Vande Mataram

“Vande Mataram” the National Song of India is amdeom the famed novel Anandamath written by the
poet Bankim Chandra Chattopadhyay in 1882. Mothéial, is described in all her glory in this beaultif
poem written in Sanskrit and Bengali. The beautifegrs, plentiful fruit orchards, the cool breettee rich
harvest, all inspire the poet to sing praises sfmotherland. “| bow to you Mother,” says the poembly
as he bursts into a melodious song, his heartifilléth wonder, pride and joy as he describes histg.
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Singers: Mrs. Kuldeep Uppal, Aashna Uppal, angh&aMehta -
Ambassadors: Pranav Konkal and Shreya Konkal !

Tabla: Mr. Harpreet Singh .
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Bharatanatyam — Classical Dance from Tamilnadu

Bharatanatyam is a classical dance form in whica Bbhavam (expression), Ra - Ragam (music) and Ta!
Talam (rhythm) and Natya (dance) come togetherdate a very graceful performing art tradition.
Jatiswaram is a dance sequewtich gives an opportunity for dancers to displasitt versatility in
footwork and graceful movements of the body. jptésformed exclusively to the beat of the drumstimga
an exciting audio-visual presentation of the dance.

Choreographer: Divya Jain

Dancers: Silvi Kabra and Meha Pandejee

Bhangra — Folk Dance from Punjab

Bhangra Dance is a folk dance form from the stafeumjab was performed mainly at harvest festival
celebrations. Today however Bhangra has becomefahe most famous forms of dance at weddings andg
family events in Indian communities and even abslaround the world. The group “NB Dee Shaan” is a !
youth bhangra group from North Brunswick and hasopmed at many community events and dance
competitions.

Choreographer: Kaavya Mahajan and Sapna Jhangiani | & & &/

Dancers: Kaavya Mahajan,Sapna Jhangiani,
Chandni Vazirani, Adita&gh, Payal
Patani, Devangi Patel, Risham Chokshi,
Harman Batra, Kartik Chopra, Deepesh
Lad, Haris Farooqi, Karan Gill, Ashwin
Baweja and Shafan Khan

Jai Ho! — Modern Indian Dance

A.R. Rahman and Gulzar co-wrote the lyrics of thiegs“Jai Ho”. It was composed by A.R. Rahman fa th
cinema “Slumdog Millionaire” directed by Danny BeyiThe song won an Academy Award for Best
Original song and a Grammy Award for Best Song #&fnifor a Motion Picture, Television and Other
Visual Media. It was the official campaign songlod Indian National Congress in the 2009 elecfidme
upbeat song has gained popularity all over thedvorl

Performed by: Raas Garba Folk Dance Group andddhdolk Dance Group

Saare Jahaan Se Accha, Hindostan Hamaraa

Performed by: All Participants and Volunteers
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Exhibitions Organized By Youth

Indian History Timeline Exhibit

The Indian History Timeline Exhibit displays thedl main milestones in the history of India's Irefegence
Revolution. First there is the Pre- Gandhi peridewthe British had control over the nation. Nextie arrival of
Gandhi into the revolution and his achievementSanth Africa. The last period is the actual Indejsarce
Movement which finally led to success. Togetheis #xhibit marks the important occurrences throtnghindian
Independence Movement.

Group Leader: Sreeja Pedapudi

Volunteers: Thomas Annam, Sai Ramesh, Kunj Vyadim Choudhury, Tejasree Seelam and

Kavyasree Seelam

Glimpses of India

The exhibition highlights noteworthy achievememisarious fields of social, economic, and politidavelopment
in India observed since 1947. The exhibit focuseslastrious people and their contributions in #rés and
sciences, business and technology, agricultureramifacturing, sports and entertainment, educatieheconomic
development that have catapulted India into tiéc&htury with great force. The exhibit honors peapfl different
eras in Indian history to appeal to every age giemgbpresents fun facts about each person, cotitiib@and
achievement.

Group Leader: Sapna Sanyal
Volunteers: Swapna Chakraverthy, Sukeerthi Bkeertana Chirra and Suraj Sanyal
Exhibition by 4-H Indian Langoor Club

The 4-H Indian Langoor Club youth members work tigfwout the year on creating arts and crafts, inébional
posters, and more to visualize and articulate #rermvledge about India. Youth members then taki theplays to
various community events like the Heritage Day, difledex County Fair, schools and libraries to craatareness
about the rich cultural heritage of India.

Organizational Leader: Seema Moondra
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Club Leader:
Club President:
4-H Members:

Nina Malagi
Neha Komatreddy

Thanmayee Maddipatti, Ananya MalaghiRi Malagi, Ashwin Gokhale, Sachin Gokhale,

Shuchi Merai, Khushi Sarin, Sriram Gidugu, Rohihio@dhary, Puneet Ponakala and
Mounika Ponakala
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“My Connection to India”

Indians have migrated from various parts of thentiguto the United States. This exhibit encouragesguests
attending the India Independence Day Celebrationark the state to which they trace their rootss Tiiteractive
map also highlights the culture of the states thhgphoto collages creating an exciting visual todtelp youth
understand the diverse culture observed in thamdommunity.

Group Leader: Sai Gudlapalli
Volunteers: Ameya Deshpande, Shrutika Madda arfhR&hittella.

“Recording History: Live!” — Oral History Project

The oral history project is conducted by the memloéthe Teen Chapter of the 4-H Indian LangoobClthe
exhibit portrays the life of the sixteen Indian Amean Seniors who were interviewed for this projatl the
contribution of the Indian American community asyttassimilate in the various communities acrossdadribtates.

4-H Teen Project Leader: Puneet Ponakala
4-H Teen Members: Mounika Ponakala, Rohini Chouwglad Sriram Gidugu

“India- One Land, Many Cultures” — Art and Literary Competition

This exhibit showcases artwork and writings subeditby youth illustrating the theme “India — One daMany
Cultures”. The competition was organized by Enjoyplére India located in North Brunswick to encowaguth to
express their thoughts about India and to reflponutheir rich cultural legacy. The winning entries/e been
highlighted in the journal.
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About Agraj Seva Kendra

Agraj Seva Kendra is a 501(c) (3) national, nongant, nonprofit
organization. Our mission is to preserve and prendaian Indian
culture and traditions and to promote diversity agmmdividuals.
Through education, art and culture, we promote tstdeding and
appreciation of Indian culture and traditions. Qaal is also to promote
dignity, health, independence and economic secafiggnior citizens.

- i
'

In 2008, we built a consortium comprising of Indissociation of
Garden State, Indian Cultural Society and the Bastswick Public
Library. Since 2008 we conduct India Day every yaalanuary in East
Brunswick to showcase the talents of youths in Baghswick and
develop a sense of volunteerism, community seanckleadership.

This year we have taken on a new initiative andhfet a consortium with the 4-H Indian Langoor Club,
North Brunswick Board of Education and North Brurdwl ownship to celebrate India Independence
Day at North Brunswick Township on a large scale.
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Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Commissiwemnked us for presenting the Arts to the people of
the county and gave a generous grant this yeaccai@ucted a dance sequel by popular artist and
Bharatanatyam dance exponent Kalaimamani Ramya &aysn of Nrithyanjali Institute of Dance titled
‘Marga Darshan’ — “The passage to ancient teacliings

To bring out the artistic talents of North Brunskvibownship youths we propose to conduct ‘Heritage
Day” on a grand scale in the near future.

During the next three months, we will be conductexjures and demonstrations followed by panel
discussion on the impact of art and media on hugdnomentum around social justice issues impacting
Indian American Community. This program was madssfae by a grant from the New Jersey Council
for the Humanities. This is sponsored by Enjoy Brplindia and the East Brunswick Public Library.

“Be the change you wish to see in the world”
Be the Changds an annual national day of service coordinate®dyth Asian Americans Leading
Together (SAALT) in order to inspire and fostericigngagement through volunteerism, community
service and community building. Since 2008, evargrywe recruit scores of volunteers and colleltive
contribute numerous hours of community servicdhadpirit of Mahatma Gandhi’s famous quote, “Be the
change you see in the world.”

This year, the event is on Saturday, October 6220his year’'s theme of Be the Change is “Stand
Together, Serve Together” encouraging people diadkground to establish a united front for chainge
their community.



4-H Indian Langoor Club

4-H Indian Langoor Club a voluntary, non- profitslfor youth aged 5-19 is part of the Middlesex @guwi-H
Youth Program. Established in 1996 the club is gdildy adult volunteers and run by youth members. dib is
celebrating its fourteenth year and has an outstgméputation in the 4-H organization and the lazanmunity.
Teen members have served as Ambassadors for thdldgiick County 4-H Youth Program and represented Ne v
Jersey at state and national 4-H conferences.

R ——

The club aims to provide an intellectual and ckeasipace for youth to explore Indian heritage antie through !
art, geography, history, literature, dance, muaits and crafts. The members actively engage iatieesprojects,
exciting field trips, and give informative publicgsentations. In 2003 the “Grandparents-kids Cdfineitiative
was undertaken to connect youth with Indian Amerisaniors. Inspired by the stories of the sentoesctub’s Teen
Chapter started an oral history project “Recordiigtory: Live!” in 2007. High School students interwed Indian
American seniors to write the history of the Indieammunity in Middlesex County. Students have so fa
interviewed sixteen seniors and published thre&so0o

The goal of sharing Indian culture has led the ¢ulperform at community events, schools, librareesd at 4 H
events to promote cultural diversity and creatéadodue in the wider community. The club can bensevery year
at the North Brunswick Heritage Day Celebration &ad been instrumental in organizing India’s Indelesce
Day celebration in North Brunswick since its indeptin 2008. The club also sets up displays ondratischools
and libraries in North Brunswick, Montgomery, So&ttunswick, and East Brunswick.

’ Club members are involved in community service pmots striving to contribute positively to the largeorld
i around them. Club members have raised funds foiotte¢ food bank, Haiti earthquake victims, andretieeir own
° 4-H Youth Program through a variety of youth frignfiindraising initiatives.

Most importantly, however, 4-H Indian Langoor Clisba cultural family, in every sense of the wordthvalumni
members in every corner of the globe. As leaderstnee to foster leadership and inspire youthital fvays to
continue exploring their rich cultural legacy. A€lab we seek to connect with ourselves and outtiye in order
to better connect with the world.

Call 732-398-5261 to find out how you can join thab or become a 4-H volunteer.

Seema Moondra Nina Malagi

4-H Indian Langoor 4-H Indian Laogo
Club Organizational Leader Club Leader

Club Motto: “Burra Mat Dekho, Burra Mat Bolo, Burkat Suno”
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H Indian Langoor Club in Action!
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“Recording History: Live!”

— an oral history project
conducted by thé-H Indian Langoor Club

S —

4-H Indian Langoor Club has been part of the Middle County 4-H Youth Program for sixteen year,
since 1996. The club teaches youth about the Indidicontinent by exploring all aspects of Indiar!
culture through arts and crafts, literature, perfiog arts, social studies, and philosophy. Receltitlg

Club started its Teen Chapter and has begun to adffieanced cultural study programs through philbgop i
lectures and special projects for young adults tiveteen years of age. Our goal is not just toriebout

Indian culture but also to share it with the commurso the Club performs at libraries, schoolsritdge 2
Day Festivals, 4-H events and exhibits its worklaaries, schools and other community events. !

4-H Indian Langoor Club started organizing the pang “Grandparents-kids Connect” in year 2005 t!
make connections with Indian American senior ciizeThe first program conducted by club member ;
was a performance at the South Amboy Senior Ceniére stories shared by the seniors at the Ceni:r
were interesting and exciting for the youth andittea of recording their experiences became imptrta
They wanted to make a direct connection with treaegation and learn from them about their cultures
heritage, understand immigration and assimilatssués, and write the history of the Indian comnyuzst ]
it integrated into the diverse cultural fabric anArica. .

The Oral History Program “Recording History: LiveNas started in 2006. The two grants received froi
the Middlesex County Cultural and Heritage Comnoissi Middlesex County Board of Choseni
Freeholders, and the New Jersey Historical Comon#Bepartment of State helped us with our firs
compilation of seven interviews completed in 200Be second book was published in 2009 and includes
five interviews. The third Oral History Collectiobeing released at the India Independence D

Celebration is a compilation of the four intervieasnducted by students from North Brunswick ang,

Virginia. !

The 16 interviews conducted so far are now avaslaisl e-books with the help of Agraj Seva Kendra. O
special thanks to Mr. Venu Manchukonda for creathng e-books for publishing. We hope that you wil
enjoy reading the books as much as we have enjoyeeting our elders and recording their life
experiences in their own words.
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“Recording History: Live!”
Oral History Project Interviewers

- NN NN LN
Molat Moondra Shashwat Patel

Rachita Ra1

L ™

KEaran Sarna

Vi;ihlm v Gupta Aditi Shetty

Rlslrn Singh

=7 » % i T P, < Nin o > .
Keenjal Shah Mommika Ponakala Sriram Gidugn Rohini Chondhury Puneet Ponakala
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With Best Compliments From

General & Speclalty
Dentistry

Services offered by specialists
* Root Canals

Imsuw Loeas el Eu privemss ! foe of o var o
i | czrteed <t mmeect Eapen 77002
* Implants/Extractions

DAY
APPOINTMENTS °
AVAILABLE !
3LocationswithState-of-the-Art !
Technology to Serve You
oty TONERSE” s g

ort 5 39-249-0411 =
746 Livingston Ave. 495 Plainfield Ave.

MNORTH BRUNSWICK EDISON ¢
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v » 731-“&-8353 Tzl-gﬂsa I 4‘“ e b civar] Sih " by 7711
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Padma Shah
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Padma Shah came to America in 1947 to study atueutthiversity.
She was the only female out of the twelve seleatestts who came to
study at Purdue. Padmaji loves to travel and has selarge part of
the world, traveling across Europe and the UnitedeS. Padmaji had
two daughters, and currently resides with one anthin East

Brunswick, NJ. She hopes to continue her travedéuagn in her old

age and her story reflects her love for learning) sightseeing.

Born in August 1924; From Mumbai, Maharashta

Better Citizen Award is presented to Padma Shah inecognition of her outstanding
Achievement and commitment to the community

Jaswant Mody

Mr. Jaswant Mody was born as a middle child in Boenbay Number 4
area in 1938. Mr. Mody came to America in 1960 lmatb Here he
attended Utah State University to earn a bachetetgee in mathematics
and later he attended the University of Toledoamea bachelor’s degree
in Engineering. He worked in Newark, NJ for the Wées Electric
Company and bought the Piscataway Township housevhith he
currently lives in 1974.

Born in August 1938; From Mumbai, Maharahtra

Better Citizen Award is presented to Jaswant Modyn recognition of his outstanding

Achievement and commitment to the community
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Radhakrishna Kasat

o [ _'[’H

Mr. Radhakrisha Kasat was born and raised in alsiflabe in Rajasthan,

India. He first came to America in 1962 to furtheis education by

majoring in the very specialized field of textilecapolymer chemistry. He
joined the University of Florida, which only hadaai fifteen or twenty

other Indians attending at the time. He has worfkedlennen Company,
now Colgate, and Revlon in the industry. He has sore Hawah and one
daughter Madhuri. He is currently retired and resith Hillsborough.

Born in 1939; From Rajasthan, India

Better Citizen Award is presented to Radhakrishna Kasat in recognition of his outstanding
Achievement and commitment to the community

Narendra Bhandari

Narendra Bhandari is a professor at Pace Univevdity came to the
US in 1964 as a member of the Georgia Rotary Fsliwv Mr.

Bhandari studied at SMK College and the UniversityGeorgia, and
now holds his MBA and PhD in Business Administratidle has
taught at multiple universities over the yearsudahg University of
Georgia, Virginia Commonwealth College, the Univtgrs of

Baltimore, and now Pace University. Currently, Beai resident of
North Brunswick Township. Mr. Bhandari now spends time

teaching business administration and doing researchthe recent
phenomena of global outsourcing.

Born in 1938; From Jodhpur, Rajasthan

Better Citizen Award is presented to Narendra Bhandri in recognition of his outstanding

Achievement and commitment to the community
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Jagjit T. Lalvani

Jagjit Lalvani lives in Colonia, NJ and occupies time with his many
hobbies. His hobbies include palm reading, photayya analyzing
handwriting, herbal gardening, poetry, yoga, andlitagon. He grew up
in Karachi, Pakistan during a turbulent time in thegion’s history. He
was from a wealthy family and become a journalist the family
newspaper, the Karachi Daily. As a journalist dgrihe time of partition
of India and Pakistan, Mr. Lalvani had several ativees and met many
famous people.

He married and came to the United States in 196#revhe assimilated
into the American culture superbly. Mr. Lalvani disaa fulfilling life in
America that he would not give up to go back torhither country.

Born in 1927; From Karachi, Sindh [originally part of India]

Better Citizen Award is presented to Jagjit T. Lalani in recognition of his outstanding
Achievement and commitment to the community

Rajendra Patel

Rajendra Patel, born in Kenya, came to furtherduacation in Montreal,
Canada in 1964. He studied geology in McGill Unsigrin Montreal, one of
the finest at the time. His hard work and dedicato his work landed him
with high post jobs such as working for the IMC. tdaveled the world as a
geologist until he settled in Middlesex County. &ajra Patel has one
daughter and currently resides in Piscataway, Nemwsey. Rajendra Patel's
words reflect the true struggle that many Indiaad to face as they came to
this new country.

OEle [ENe (NN [ENe [ENe [N (NN [ENe [ENe [ENe [DENe [ENe [ENe [’H

Born in 1942; From Nairobi, Kenya

Better Citizen Award is presented to Rajendra Patein recognition of his outstanding

Achievement and commitment to the community
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Ramesh Kasat
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Ramesh Kasat is an engineer who came to Americdaonary 12, 1968.
Mr. Kasat left his family and his friends in Ind& he could come to
America and study at Villanova University. He nepends his time with
his wife and three daughters still working as agieeer.

Born in 1941; From Sangamner, Maharashtra

Better Citizen Award is presented to Ramesh Kasahirecognition of his outstanding

Achievement and commitment to the community

Chumpa Kasat

Chumpa Kasat, the only daughter of a small progygektarwari family grew
up in a rural village and her opportunities weraited due to her high social
status and highly protective family. Her chancesrefeiving a formal
education in that environment were practically nastent. With persistence
and a thirst for knowledge she entered high schioahe larger city of Nasik. !
At age sixteen she was engaged to a young mandraealthy and educated
family. However, she was able to finish high schbeffore joining her e
husband in the United States in 1970. Welcomirgetkciting new move to
America she saw the chance to see a world beyomdutal India of her
childhood. After living in New York City, the fahyi moved with their two i
daughters to East Brunswick in 1977. Dedicatinglifieto the care of her children and the well lgeaf her
family, Mrs. Kasat exemplifies a deep level of carel commitment to family values and is the primary,
care-giver to their third daughter Poonam born98QL She enjoys spending time with her daughteds a
her grandchildren. In her spare time she likestaltto her garden and read, a hobby she acquirkdrin
childhood. Mrs. Kasat’'s message is that of good twibll and faith that we all make the right clescand g
remember who we are. !

Born on April 9, 1949; From Satpur, Malarashtra, India

Better Citizen Award is presented to Chumpa Kasatn recognition of her outstanding

Achievement and commitment to the community
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Kamla Gobind Gidwani

Kamla Gobind Gidwani came to the US from Karacimdia (now in

Pakistan), after her husband chose to stay andug@umscareer at Kraft
Foods. For Mrs. Gidwani, she and her six siblingitled in Delhi, where
she worked at a government post. Even after shes danmAmerica, she
managed various part-time jobs with raising threddoen. She and her
husband have traveled the world, ranging from @atike London,

Stockholm, and Sicily. She currently lives in Cegte New Jersey with her
husband. Kamla Gidwani’s story is one that discsiggewing up during the
Indian Partition, as well as being a working woraathe time.

Born in 1928; From Karachi, India (now in Pakistan)

Better Citizen Award is presented to Ramesh Kasahirecognition of her outstanding
Achievement and commitment to the community

Bhagavat Patel

Bhagavat Patel, originally a native of Gujarat, eafnom a well
established family near Ahmedabad, India. Mr. Pates a sports
champion as a student in Ahmedabad while also magag maintain a
high level of educational excellence. He completdd college
education in Ahmedabad, India and came to the UnB&ates on
February 4th, 1968 to pursue his post-graduateestwith the support
and guidance of his uncle. On his arrival, BhagaRatel joined a
private university, Xavier's University in Cincintia Ohio. After
graduating, he had to overcome many set-backslBir8’s New York-
hit recession to eventually find a good positiode worked as chief
administrative officer, under the administration Mbayor Gibson of
Newark City. Over the years, Mr. Patel has volurgdeand offered his
skills to benefit around seventy different orgatias, affecting almost seventy thousand seniozemt in
Middlesex County, New Jersey. He has been mariiez sL971 to Hemlata Patel and raised their famililew
Jersey. Mr. Patel has worked hard to accompligtonly an honored place in his community but hagigpated
selflessly in voluntary organizations to educate assist Indian immigrants.

From Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India

Better Citizen Award is presented to Gobind Gidwaniin recognition of his outstanding
Achievement and commitment to the community
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Chandrakant Wagle

Chandrakant Wagle was born Karwar, near the boofidlaharashtra
and Karnataka, in 1940. His happy childhood reflette security of
growing up in a well-to-do family that could proeichim with all the
opportunities to excel. He played popular gameshsas cricket,
badminton and also traditional Indian games, sushkabadi. The
dynamic post-independent atmosphere and well-eddcaflamily
members as role models was a source of inspir&tiohim. As the only
son of a middle class Indian family, Chandrakant g&Waworked
conscientiously toward his Bachelors degree in Gseynfrom Parle !
College in Mumbai, then known as Bombay. It wasuarbthis time, .
Mr.Wagle focused his goals towards attaining ahkerteducation in America. He arrived in 1965 anl
experienced a wholly new American campus life. Agsult of his hard work, he earned a post-gradua®™
degree in Chemical Engineering from Texas A&M Umnsity in 1968. He qualified as a chemical enginees
and moved to New Jersey 1969. Mr.Wagle has beesident of East Brunswick, New Jersey, with hisewif
and children, a poignant witness to the growth ofiléurally dynamic Indian immigrant community irety
Jersey.

Born in 1949; From Karwar, Karnataka, India

Better Citizen Award is presented to Chandrakant Wale in recognition of his outstanding
Achievement and commitment to the community

Gobind Gidwani i

Gobind Gidwani was born in Karachi, 1924, in whaswhen pre-partition
British India. During the 1947 partition, his fagnilvas evacuated to Bombay
and settled there. His original purpose, as aoridh the United States in g
1968, was to bring his brothers back to their hamel What began as an!
exciting world-wide tour transformed into a new ogpnity for Mr. Gidwani
as he decided to further his already well estabtisengineering career in the!
United States. He had qualified as an engineerdugting from the
prestigious Benares Hindu University in India. he tUnited States, he was e
employed by Kraft Foods and was able to apply bissitlerable experience !
to a new modern working environment. Mr. Gidwanddms wife Kamla
have three sons; one son proudly served his coasrg US Army General and the retired Gidwani
currently reside in Carteret, New Jersey. Gobindw@ani’'s story reflects adversity faced in the eigare
of the Indian Partition and ensuing upheaval. Mdw@ni's voice resonates with the hope and securfity
seizing the vast opportunities available in thetethiStates of America.

Born in 1924; From Karachi, India (now in Pakistan)

Better Citizen Award is presented to Gobind Gidwaniin recognition of his outstanding

Achievement and commitment to the community
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Dr. Arvind Dhruv

Dr. Dhruv is the Founder President/CEO of Guardiang Company,
which is a leading manufacturer of OTC drugs. Haeso US in 1968 to
study at Fargo University. He is the only membehisffamily to settle in
US. Dr. Dhruv had his Bachelors and Masters degeemws Ph.D. in
Pharmacy and now owns a 200,000 sqg. ft. facilitayton, New Jersey.
Dr. Dhruv and his wife Dr. Rohini Dhruv have onensand they
frequently visit India to stay in touch with thewulture. Dr. Dhruv's story
reflects his passion for education and his lovehafllenges.

Born in 1946; From Ahmedabad, Gujarat

Better Citizen Award is presented to Dr. Arvind Dhruv in recognition of his outstanding

Achievement and commitment to the community

Dr. Rohini Dhruv
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Dr. Rohini Dhruv first came to America for a studlgroad program. She came !
back later to get her Masters degree and Ph.D wedtwally settled down in
New Jersey. Rohini loves to learn about other ceftand attends many cultural
shows on the East Coast. Dr. Rohini has one sorcamdntly resides with him
in North Brunswick, New Jersey.

Born in 1950; From Mumbai, Maharastra

Better Citizen Award is presented to Dr. Rohini Dhuv in recognition of her outstanding
Achievement and commitment to the community




Dr. Shanti Tangri
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Dr. Shanti Tangri was born in 1928 in Rawalpindgcdted in the
northernmost part of the undivided Punjab Proviand moved to Lahore a
year later. When the country was divided into Biaki and India in 1947 he
and his family relocated to India. As a refugeedsti In Delhi, India he
completed an undergraduate degree in Physics ardi€iny and master’'s
degree in Economics.

Dr. Tangri in his student days helped other refugea and women with their

medical needs, securing jobs and food. He thenremhtéEast Punjab
University College as a lecturer. Upon the suggestif a visiting Oxford economist he decided tosper
higher education in America. In 1953, Dr. Tangmtged on a trip to America, visiting Italy, Franaed
England along the way. Once in US, he studied enWniversity of Missouri, University of Kansas and
University of Berkeley and attained a Ph.D. in Emoits. Since 1969, Dr. Tangri has resided in Nevi
Brunswick becoming part of the dynamic Indian comityu

Born in February 1928; From Rawalpindi, Punjab (Pakistan)

Better Citizen Award is presented to Dr. Shanti Tagri in recognition of his outstanding

Achievement and commitment to the community

Dr. Sushil Sinha was born in 1937, in Bihar, Indgince his father was a !
government official, he spent much of his childhaodiifferent parts of Bihar.
It was in his final year of engineering he begankimg of an academic career
abroad. In 1967, he was awarded a fellowship iravt Canada. While
studying for his Masters in Ottawa, he gained ae@r€ard to enter the United g
States. As a result, he finished his Masters atx@&rén Philadelphia. Dr. !
Sinha’s story shows the value of personal drivecriiee for the sake of
delayed gratification in educational attainment dnel importance of family
values in a multicultural family. He lives in KerldBark, NJ.

Born in 1937; From Bihar, India

Better Citizen Award is presented to Dr. Sushil Siha in recognition of his outstanding

Achievement and commitment to the community
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INDIA INDEPENDENCE DAY

Thelndependence Day of Indiacelebrated on 15 August, is a holiday commemugdtidia’s
independence from the British rule and its birtta@®vereign nation on 15 August 1947. India addev
independence following the Indian independence mma&ve noted for largely peaceful nonviolent
resistance and civil disobedience led by the Infllational Congress. The independence coincided with
the partition of India wherein the British Indiamigire was divided along religious lines into twawne .
nations—Dominion of India (later Republic of Inde)d Dominion of Pakistan (later Islamic Republic o !
Pakistan); the partition was stricken with violenotnmunal riots.

S —

In 1946, the Labour government in Britain, its exgher exhausted by the recently concluded World Wall
Il, and conscious that it had neither the mandab®me, the international support, nor the religbof
native forces for continuing to control an increagty restless India, decided to end British rulénafia. In
February 1947, the Prime Minister of the Uniteddgdom Clement Attlee announced that the British
government would grant full self-governance to iBhtindia by June 1948 at the latest. With theighrit
army unprepared for the potential for increasedevice, the new viceroy, Louis Mountbatten, advanced
the date for the transfer of power, allowing ldsmtseven months for a mutually agreed plan for
independence.

The British government announced on 3 June 194#hiagrinciple of partition of India was acceptad
the British government; the successor governmeatddibe given dominion status and would have an
implicit right to secede from the British CommonwtkaViceroy Mountbatten chose 15 August as the
date of power transfer; he chose this date ashssthe second anniversary of Japan's surrendiee in
World War 1l. The Indian Independence Act 1947 &01 Geo 6 c. 30) was an Act of the Parliament of
the United Kingdom that partitioned British Indrego the two new independent dominions of India and
Pakistan. The Act received the royal assent oruly81947.

The Indian Independence Act's salient provisionsewe

the division of British India into the two new ahdly sovereign dominions of India and Pakistanthwi
effect from 15 August 1947;

the partition of the provinces of Bengal and Purgatween the two new countries;

the establishment of the office of Governor-Gengraach of the two new countries, as represetativ
the Crown;

the conferral of complete legislative authority nogbe respective Constituent Assemblies of thertexw
countries;

the termination of British suzerainty over the pgly states, with effect from 15 August 1947, dmelright
of states to accede to either dominion;

the dropping of the use of the title "Emperor afiti by the British monarch (this was subsequeatige
by King George VI by royal proclamation on 22 Ju11348);

the provision for the division of joint propertytiageen the two new countries, including in partictlee
division of the armed forces.

Source: http://www.wikipedia.org

H-] ll] EN °*ElN0 E *EN *EX *EN *EN *E0 *EN *EN E EN M M0 M0 Ml El EN ENN MO oEN



27

i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i
i,



] M0 EN0 °EN0 Ml M °ENN °EN M0 °EN M EN M ENN M NN o°E O

Art and Literature Competition

Theme: "India - One Land, Many Cultures"
Organized By: Enjoy Explore India, North Brunswick, NJ

First Prize: Nimisha Nandankar, Grade 10
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Second Prize: Ishita Likhar, Grade ¢

Third Prize: Pranav Manoj, Grade 2
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Art and Literature Competition
Theme: "India - One Land, Many Cultures"
Organized By: Enjoy Explore India, North Brunswick, NJ

3
& 2 12

Independent, free
We gained our liberty,
From the intolerable rule,
Of the British so cruel.

Both on the battlefield and in our home,
Was our dear Netaji,
Fighting and speaking for Independence,
In politics and the army.

Mohandas Gandhi also known as Bapuiji,
Helped us peacefully,
With Satyagraha, non-violence,
The Dandi March for all to see.

Chacha Nehru, our first Prime Minister,
Raised the Tiranga on this glorious day,
Because on August 151947,
We would finally have our way.

Independent, free,
We gained our liberty,
But not without the help,
Of these special, important three.

First Prize: Nimisha Nandankar, Grade 10

India’s Independence Day Celebrations T-Shirt desig
by Sahana Kumar
Carnegie Mellon class of '15
Communication Design Major

"l designed the shirt for NBT's India Independebes Celebration
because Indian Culture is important to me and ounty's
Independence Day is important to India's histoigvé designing so
this was a good opportunity for me to do somethinag reflects my

culture.”
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India’s Independence Day Celebration - 2011




] M0 EN °EN0 °EN] M0 °EN0 M M0 EN0 M0 °EN0 ENN °EN o°ENN °END oEND 'ma

North Brunswick Township
India’s Independence Day Celebration Committee — 22

N
\l
N
(o]
—
°
e (lle (ENe (NN (NN NN NN NN (NN (NN OENe (NN NN NN (NN NN [NNe NN [OENe [N [OENe [DENe [IENe



Youth Volunteers
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Very Thankful to TV Asia for coverng our India Day Charity Event

BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM
BEST WISHES FROM

=245

BEST WISHES FROM

" S%N% & !
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Value Momentum
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Dr Hamsa Gangaswamaiah, M.D.

Magyar Bank iCrafts Inc .

Enjoy Explore India Raaz Live LLC !

New Horizons Metlife .

Patel Food Market Guru Palace 1
Brunswick Reading & Speech Center Bagelfresh

Rajan Associates LLC Delhi Garden i

DreamCricket TVAsia

Zastko Dunkin Donuts .

K&K Dental BJ's !

AmericanaDeli i
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